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Arabic Origins of the Foundational Myth of Western
Identity: Between Histories of the Conquest of
America and the Conquest of al-Andalus
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The history of the conquest of America has constituted a primary source of self-perception and identity formation
for Western nations, feeding their imaginary that sees them as superior to other nations of the world. This
comparative study shows that modern Western historical knowledge is linked much more closely to Arab
knowledge than it is to a pure Greco-Roman origin, contrary to the commonly-accepted idea in contemporary
Western thought. It compares the work of Spanish historians on the conquest of America in the sixteenth century
CE with Arab texts concerning the conquest of al-Andalus written in the gth and 10th centuries AH, drawing out
similarities between the two stories. It concludes that the narrative of the conquest of America is a copy of the
al-Andalus conquest narrative, reclaimed by the Spanish at the beginning of the modern era. It thus affirms the
diverse origins of western knowledge against the claim that it is purely Greco-Roman.
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Sudanese writer and university professor, specialized in linguistics and interested in the history of art and criticism of western
epistemology.
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2 Francisco Lépez de G(’)mara, Cortés, The Life of the Conqueror by his Secretary, Lesley Byrd Simpson (Trans., ed.) (Berkely & Los Angles:
University of California Press, 1966), p. Xvi.

3 David A. Brading, The First America: The Spanish Monarchy, Creole Patriots and the Liberal State 1492 - 1876 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1998), p. 46.

4 Antonio De Solis, History of the Conquest of Mexico by the Spaniards, Thomas Townsend (trans.), vol. 1 (London: John Osborn, 1738), p. 457.
5 William Robertson, The History of America, vol. 3 (London: W. Strahan, 1739), pp. 3 - 5.
6 Mathew Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), p. 12.
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Christopher Columbus, The Log, Robert H. Fuson (trans.) (Camden-Maine: International Marine Publishing, 1992), p. 51.
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