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Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth Century Muslim between Worlds

Glstb (na Jav ¢l gaalle gy pite gualull gyall ga falua ;g I jlail 113 ggayj wilili GLis J53a ga gaill 13a
dayhiog "a3y3all ayilaylill" 8aac iy gayi w A€ 38g indyjalll ggul ge dadll (nejall glgisll @A) Jad 8 Jac
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Sl (nd g4201g11 Glyagiljilg alsill Jaliill agys ale el ga day jusyll gyyalaall guuiallg gralnial] JUsiulig
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This text is the preface to Natalie Zemon Davis' Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth Century Muslim between Worlds,
published in numerous editions, some subtitled /n Search of Leo Africanus. Stephen Greenblatt, the dean of "New
Historicism," considered this book a masterpiece of the historian's craft. Here Davis introduces her book's topic of
the life and works of Hassan al-Wazzan or Leo the African, and especially his Description of Africa. She observes
that much silence and mystery surrounds him, whether in Europe where he was imprisoned or in North Africa
to which he returned after a long absence, and details everything said about al-Wazzan in biography, literature,
geography and historical inquiry and chronicle. In this preface Davis not only situates her book in the context of
her other works and the changes that have taken place in her methodology and historical vision, but also considers
changes that have occurred in methodologies in general, right up to the moment of this latest endeavor: from an
interest in people of diminished status in her previous books to concerns relating to the confrontation between
Europe and Africa, and from polarized ways of looking at the relationship of colonizer with colonized to the idea of
hybridization and middle ground - while not relinquishing the two key ideas of control and resistance (as per Homi
Baba, for example), and without ignoring governments' antagonism towards foreigners and economic and sexual
exploitation of migrants - she instead focuses on avenues of cultural exchange and emigrant coping strategies.

Keywords: Leo the African, Historical methodologies, Hybridization, Exploitation, resistance.

.nbwgll jgnell dlwlja (na dnniia disli (nag (Jais (ra giijgi d=ala (ra Liaglgug)iilllg au)lill @ud ¢na daclwa ailiwf *
Assistant Professor in the Department of History and Anthropology at the University of Toronto, Canada, and a specialist
in Medieval Studies.

nJgu @ajing Gils **
Syrian writer and translator.

*** Natalie Zemon Davis, Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim between Worlds (New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux/Hill and Wang, 2006).
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1  Silvio A. Bedini, The Pope's Elephant (London: Carcanet, 1997), especially chaps. 2, 4, 6-7.

2 Johann Leo's des Africaners Beschreibung von Africa, Georg Wilhelm Lorsbach (trans.) (Herborn, 1805), discussed in: Dietrich
Rauchenberger, Johannes Leo der Afrikaner. Seine Beschreibung des Raumes zwischen Nil und Niger nach dem Urtext (Wiesbaden, 1999),
pp. 165-171.
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3 Miguel Casiri, Bibliotheca Arabico-Hispana Escurialensis, 2 vols. (Madrid: Antonius Perez de Soto, 1760-1770), 1: 172-174; Description
de l'Afrique tierce partie du monde escrite par Jean Léon African, Charles Schefer (ed.), 3 vols. (Paris: Ernest Leroux, 1896-1998).
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The History and Description of Africa, written by Al-Hassan Ibn-Mohammed Al-Wezaz Al-Fasi, a Moor, baptized as Giovanni Leone, but
better known as Leo Africanus, Robert Brown (ed.), 3 vols. (London: Hakluyt Society, 1896).
.(Rauchenberger, 31n.118) zedie (3 4y wusl J) Lol AUV Slanyo) o5 L]

4  Louis Massignon, Le Maroc dans les premiéres années du 16e siecle. Tableau géographique d'aprés Léon I'Africain ((Alger: Typographie
Adolphe Jourdan, 1906), pp. 43-45.
oaasall (René Basset 4l 44y, slSsill Coly Augustin Bernard by, (sl 5yloxa¥] Gl s gbl e Gall o M ppimnle S
u“” ‘_;m)s\f\ 09" 898 3 Ugwimle DS Jg> 3jliee diow 489 Daniel Nordman uLoJ)y Jusld k] 354 . (ixx) L.m)sl Il pyd) did) LKL
Le Maroc dans les premiéres annees du XVle siécle. Tableau (ylgins 2003 glo /)bl 24-22 ‘u“’)b cdeeloa¥] polal) Ll bl a)) dujto 3 i
gt u,w A8y (UWLO S Gamn ddl i dog) 2 e pald] 4] J.:bl ] u);JJ) géographique d'aprés Louis Massignon
Frangois Pouillon & Oumelbanine Zhiri (eds.), Léon I'Africain, forthcoming at the Institut d'Etude de Ilslam et des Sociétés du Monde
Musulman (IISMM), Paris.

ke syl "4 loazw| poladl" Jo
Li-Chuan Tai, "L'ethnologie frangaise entre colonialisme et décolonisation (1920-1960)," Doctoral thesis, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales (EHESS), 2001.

135



%
2021 liy /enilill ggils )_1| 13 aa<ll
J 5L

OSTOUR

LSy 3Ll dyro e Oligl) Slusjlos e gy oo iS4 &1 QUSIN i) 821 LU ey yog - S (8 43,2
PSR o g I loggieng ribglasie yuds de 55158 Olel ol am Wlla) J10:3 Mo i sle g sl

I Vsl b Vo) oS Londel i fapedyd 55 Doz 3 00,3150 i) b (s lamtal Jls 5T 08
bl Ay, " ilinml degd” cyo Ll 81 g ) Loy cpmiyl] Bplesdl o s Ll opil] 3 1nlid il plosY)
& Logy (§ ) Aoglasil] st 185 Logien gy A2k O 093 (30 £331295 Ogmimnle Joe o &S izg -elgud] Jo
e a5 LS 3 anols Wiy g S0 - (Bl 5 o) 5301 ,3) L gy o Jo 5158 e s 1939 ple
Bl iS5 O] el Jaloxs 189  Guuiyil| e (3Ll )l o5 (yo Boxh dadog Aoglasel] e disyle o g 32594l
A Lol ) dorg (& uogl 398 = ol Oy

oo - Sloiio )5 e Asl Ly 3T g 3 g dajle SIS (Ogrinmle IS Gl Lgls Vsl dubo el
2ol L] Comdgl LS (85l wie (gl cgeas s clasg - & ] Elgsdl e okl J) oS L e bl
L1 Slolys (& xpmdl] oxto ] o )8 o o 2l il e Sgebtel (2l oyl ol g 055
)lisuwlg <Institut Frangais d'Afrique Noire =15 gud| Lm)s\} LS"")"J] Aoll (3 )15 (§ dusdg waie GBI OB celyeall Gigin
Ol & Ogrizmilo donylo 631 J1gudl J) 3,15 Y oS 8o gl llanMog a5y L 31 Jloud y5lS)hs (unasiso
35631830 Bapill ualed g -4 S OIS s WWly tte Sy OIS 601 Jlall Sl adlga o1 Sl 0] 0] gl
W] 3 Al il 18 25 o) " 15 0l O e 0 Vo 3,

B pal) Loyl Jladl el () s 3 Ui 381 oy il ¢ ol 5T 52 jol1 550 e g m 33505 () Vsl i o

O 3ll Mzl e ol 997 &M dx 1956 ple § Institut des Hautes Etudes Marocaines
G ragh Ol g Ll sl b 0le g 0ol 8 o ity 550 o ol G Vool 308 5305
leesS” I lomiall pealy L 315 Lgysl (yo gzt )8 oyl oyo 8283 2l By 1l diogy (gl L g3ge L
3 Byg0in ooy Clanzina oye Breadg haife ool p38 0ljgll O teans w55 - LY gy 651 Dol clagudl L 31 e

5  Angela Codazzi, "Leone Africano," Enciclopedia italiana (Rome, 1933), 20: 899; Angela Codazzi, "Dell'unico manoscritto conosciuto
della Cosmografia dell'Africa di Giovanni Leone I' Africano," Comptes rendus du Congreés international de géographie. Lisbonne 1949 (Lisbon,
1952), 4: 225-226; Angela Codazzi, "Il Trattato dell'Arte Metrica di Giovanni Leone Africano," in: Studi orientalistici in onore di Giorgio Levi
Della Vida, 2 vols. (Rome: Istituto per 1'Oriente, 1956), 1: 180-198 (henceforth AMC); Giorgio Levi Della Vida, Ricerche sulla formazione del
piu antico fondo dei manoscritti orientali della Biblioteca Vaticana (Vatican City: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 1939), viii (dedication dated
Rome, August 1939), pp. 99-110.

6  Jean-Léon I'Africain, Description de I'Afrique, Alexis Epaulard (trad.), annotated by Alexis Epaulard, Théodore Monod, Henri Lhote, and
Raymond Mauny, Publications de I'Institut des Hautes Etudes Marocaines, no. 61 (Paris: Librairie d'Amérique et d'Orient, 1956), pp. v-xvi.
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Pierre Kalck, "Pour une localisation du royaume de Gaoga," Journal of African History, vol. 13, no. 4 (1972), pp. 520-540; R.S. O'Fahey &
J.L. Spaulding, "Comment: The Geographic Location of Gaoga," Journal of African History, vol. 14, no. 3 (1973); Pierre Kalck, "Response,"
Journal of African History, vol. 14, no. 3 (1973), pp. 505-508; Humphrey J. Fisher, "Leo Africanus and the Songhay Conquest of Hausaland,"
International Journal of African Historical Studies, vol. 11, no. 1 (1978), pp. 86-112; Djibo Mallal Hamani, Au carrefour du Soudan et de la
Berberie: Le sultanat touareg de I'dyar (Niamey: Institut de Recherches en Sciences Humaines, 1989), pp. 177-178, 181, 184; John O. Hunwick
(ed.), Timbuktu and the Songhay Empire: Al-Sa'di's Ta'rikh al-Sudan down to 1613 and other Contemporary Documents (Leiden: Brill, 1999),
pp. 113, 285 n.74; Pekka Masonen, The Negroland Revisited: Discovery and Invention of the Sudanese Middle Ages (Helsinki: Finnish Academy
of Science and Letters, 2000), chap. 4.
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Kalck, "Pour une localisation," pp. 546-547.
8  Oumelbanine Zhiri, L'Afrique au miroir de I'"Europe: Fortunes de Jean Léon I'Africain a la Renaissance (Geneva: Librairie Droz,
1991); Oumelbanine Zhiri, Les sillages de Jean Léon I'Africain: XVIe au XXe siécle (Casablanca: Wallada, 1995); Oumelbanine Zhiri, "1
compositore'ou l'autobiographie éclatée de Jean Léon I'Africain,” in: Ali Benmakhlouf (ed.), Le voyage des theories (Casablanca: Editions Le
Fennec, 2000), pp. 63-80.
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Kim F. Hall, Things of Darkness: Economies of Race and Gender in Early Modern England (Ithaca/ London: Cornell University Press, 1995),

pp. 28-40; Bernadette Andrea, "The Ghost of Leo Africanus from the English to the Irish Renaissance," in: Patricia Clare Ingham & Michelle
R. Warren (eds.), Postcolonial Moves: Medieval Through Modern (New York: Palgrave Macmillan 2003), pp. 195-215.
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9  Rauchenberger, p. 237 (quoting Raymond Mauny).
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10 Juan Le6n Africano, Descripcion general del Africa, Serafin Fanjul with the assistance of Nadia Consolani (ed. & trans.) (Barcelona/
Madrid: Lunwerg Editores, 1995), introduction, pp. 11-47.
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