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Rif War Prisoners Through Spanish Documents
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The Rif War, which raged in northern Morocco between 1921 and 1927, left many killed and wounded, with many
prisoners taken by both sides. While Spanish researchers were concerned with the issue of their citizens captured
by the Moroccan resistance movement, Moroccan prisoners, save a few sporadic references, have not been the
subject of studies. This contribution aims to shed light on the Moroccan POWs who had fallen into the hands of
the Spanish army, with a focus on prison spaces, prison conditions, and types of prisoners, as well as political
and military leader Mohamed ibn Abdelkrim El-Khattabi 's stance on the issue of prisoners. It draws upon a
collection of documents of the High Commission of Spain in Morocco that are preserved in the General Archives
of the Spanish Administration, located in Alcala de Henares.

Keywords: Spanish Protectorate in Northern Morocco, Rif War, Mohamed ibn Abdelkrim El-Khattabi,
Prisoners, Spanish Prisons.
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Professor of history and geography at Ibn Zahr High School, Tetouan, Morocco.
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1  Luis de Oteyza, Abd-el-Krim y los prisioneros (Melilla: Consejeria de Cultura, Servicio de Publicaciones, 2000).

2 José Maria Marin Arce, "El Gobierno de la Concentracion Liberalel rescate de prisioneros en poder de Abd-El-Krim, Espacio, tiempo y
forma," Serie V, Historia contemporanea (1988).

3 Javier Ramiro de la Mata, "Los prisioneros espafioles cautivos de Abd-el-Krim: un legado del desastre de Annual," Anales de Historia
Contemporanea, n0. 18 (2002).
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