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In the aftermath of the harsh winter of 1911, Aleppo witnessed an acrimonious confrontation in the form of a
"war of telegrams" between Ottoman Vali Hiiseyin Kazim Bey and his supporters on one side, and a group of
influential notables opposed to his policies on the other. The conflict arose after the Vali accused the "oppressive
notables" (miitegalibe esraf) of persecuting the poor, evading agricultural taxes (‘asar), and obstructing tax
collection efforts. This paper argues that the Vali's actions were part of a broader "anti-notables movement"
spearheaded by the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP) during the Second Constitutional Era, aiming
to curb the influence of the ancien régime's elites. Their resistance hindered the CUP's restructuring of local
governance. The movement did not end with the Vali's recall but intensified as the CUP solidified control over
the state.

Keywords: Aleppo, Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), Young Turk Revolution, Mesrutiyet, Politics of
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