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Lecture "The History of Islamic Civilization:
Orientalism versus the View from Within"
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This text is the summary of a lecture titled "The History of Islamic Civilization: Orientalism versus the View from
Within", delivered by noted Arab historian Hichem Djaiet on the sidelines of the Ostour symposium for historical
studies. The symposium was dedicated to periodization of Arab-Islamic history, and Djaiet’s lecture focuses
specifically on his work on the biography of the Prophet Mohammed, the Sira, and discussed some of the most
complex issues he faced while writing his book on the topic. Introduced to the audience by Azmi Bishara, Djaiet
was described as "one of the most influential Arab historians" for his "brave work" on the personal biography of
the Prophet Mohammed by an Arab, Muslim historian who asserted a narrative that challenged the dominance
of Western Orientalists.

Keywords: Prophet Mohammed, Medina, Makkah, Quraysh, Muslim tithes, tribal coalitions, sacred, pilgrimage,
the First Fitna
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Arab historian and the former Director of Tunisia’s Beit Al Hikma (2012 - 2015).
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