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The knowledge of everyday life

Marxism as critical knowledge of everyday life
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This article provides the Arabic translation of the second and third chapters, Volume I of Henri Lefebvre’s Critique
of Everyday Life. This work which regards quotidian life, despite being overwhelmed by commodification and
fraud, to be the sole remaining source of change and resistance and goes on to define Marxism as the perfect
form of critique of everyday life, offering a wholly new methodology for the writing of history. The three-volume
Critique of Everyday Life is Lefebvre’s most important work, a book through which he explores the minutiae of
contemporary society and which can be said to be the foundational text of the field now known as Cultural Studies.
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Researcher and deputy director of the book translation unit, Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Beirut Office, Lebanon.
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3 Marc Bloch, Les Caractéres originaux de ['histoire rurale francaise (Paris: Armand Colin, 1956), pp. 64—65.
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