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The Prose of Counter-Insurgency
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In this renowned article, Ranajit Guha analyzes the historiography of peasant uprisings under the British Raj in
India. His key thesis is that historians who have studied these movements did not take into account the peasants'
own consciousness, and therefore described their insurrections as spontaneous affairs or were content with just
studying the economic and social background of the uprisings. This was due, in his view, not just due to historians'
uncritical use of official sources, but also to their projection of their own consciousness onto the subject they are
investigating. Guha finds that there is a blind spot that marks the different kinds of historical discourse, which
he terms primary, secondary, and tertiary. His exposure and critique of this blind spot lays the ground for a new
method of historiography which rehabilitates the consciousness of the subaltern, including his religiosity, and
allows him to speak and act as a subject in his own history.

Keywords: Historiography, Discourse, Consciousness, Peasant Uprisings, Religiosity.
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Researcher and deputy director of the book translation unit, Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Beirut Office,
“Lebanon.
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6 J.C. Price, The Chuar Rebellion of 1799, p. cl. The edition of the work used in this essay is the one printed in: A. Mitra (ed.), District
Handbooks: Midnapur (Alipore, 1953), appendix IV.
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35 Barthes, Image-Music-Text, p. 112.

36 Anon, 'The Sonthal Rebellion', Calcutta Review (1856), pp. 223—264; K.K. Datta, "The Santal Insurrection of 1855-1857," in: Anti-British
Plots and Movements before 1857 (Meerut: 1970), pp. 43—152.
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42 For these, see ibid., pp. 323, 325, 327, 328.
43 Ibid., p. 337; Hunter, op. cit., pp. 247—249.
44 Ray, op. cit., pp. 316-319.
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47 Anon, pp. 238—241; Thornhill, pp. 33-35; L.S.S. O'Malley, Bengal Gazetteers: Pabna (Calcutta: 1923), p. 25; Report of the Commission

Appointed in India to Inquire into the Causes of the Riots which took place in the year 1875 in the Poona and Ahmednagar Districts of the
Bombay Presidency (London: 1878), passim.

48 BC 54222: JC, 22 November 1831 (no. 91). Emphasis added.
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